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EVENT CALENDAR

Visit www.district5ama.org www.gnccracing.com www.awrcs.com www.ama-cycle.org
for updated HS, MX, GNCC & AWRCS race schedules

Aug 3 Club Meeting
Bohn Cycle 2015 Saw Mill Run Blvd (Route 51) Pgh, PA. 15210 412-882-4330
www.bohncycleshop.com

Aug 9 AWRCS Smithton Raceway “The Hole”

Aug 30 AWRCS TBA

Sept 14 Club Meeting
Bentleys 4451 US Highway 22 Murrysville, PA 15668 724-325-2344

Member PA Off-Highway
Vehicle Association
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www.bentleysmotorcycles.com

Sept 20 AWRCS Mines & Meadows Wampum, PA

Oct 3 & 4 GNCC ITP Powerline Park St.Clairsville, OH

Oct 3 Endurocross Columbus OH www.endurocross.com (check out the video)

Oct 5 Club Meeting TBA

Oct 18 AWRCS Four Seasons Resort West Finley, PA

Nov 2 Club Meeting TBA

Dec 7 Club Meeting TBA

Ride Reports

Ohio Dual Sport Trail Rides
By Jeff Pflugh

Tired of riding the same old trails? Last fall, I tried one of the southeastern Ohio “Dual Sport” rides and
I’ve been hooked on them ever since. There are now a growing number of these rides in eastern Ohio –
probably at least a half dozen of them – from Zanesville down to the Logan/McArthur areas of Ohio.

Now I know, without even a survey, that the TRCR guys are in one of three groups. Group one is made
up of the guys who would never attend a “dual sport” ride because they figure it to be a bunch of roads
and a couple of worn-out ATV trails and you need a street legal bike. Group two are the riders who
have tried a couple of dual sports “in the old days” including the ones in eastern PA which comprised –
well, mostly roads with some worn-out trails in between and, yes, you need to be on a totally street
legal motorcycle to even attend. Group three are the guys like me who went to one or more of these
eastern Ohio Dual Sports and now have them all on their calendars because they are some GREAT trail
rides that you can take almost ANY bike on.

That’s right, I said just about any bike can go to the Ohio Dual Sports. Here, you guys have been
thinking that you have to be on a Suzuki DRS or a totally legal and inspected 4-stroke to ride these
events. Not any more. These ain’t your father’s dual sports. They’re like an Enduro without check
points. These Ohio clubs have figured that if they relaxed the rules a bit, put in good trails suitable for
real dirt bikes and got the local authorities on board, they’d get nicer turnouts and get some money into
the local charities, 4-H clubs, fire companies etc. and everybody is happy.

Last fall, I went down to McArthur to the two-day Baby Burr Dual Sport. I was told by others who
knew then what I know now that all you need to get through tech inspection is a head and tail light
(they don’t even have to work) and a license plate (which doesn’t even have to be legal). Typical setup
for an Enduro. When I got to tech, my bike was more than legal. They didn’t even sound test it because
they could tell when it cruised up that it was a nice quiet stock exhaust with a turndown on the end.
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“Okay”, I thought, “that part was easy, now I wonder whether the ride down here was worth it or if I’ll
be stuck riding dirt roads all day”.

What a pleasant surprise. The initial 30 miles or so of the 100 mile day was the Little Burr enduro
course. And I mean it was some of the nicest single track trail I’ve ever ridden. Nothing treacherously
nasty or too technical, just lots of twisties and rolling hills that had me grinning ear to ear. After that,
there were some roads that linked up more of the same. And a lot of these trails were virgin stuff – just
marked out for that days event only. Nice!

Half way through, you get a gas stop – your can is on a trailer waiting for you – and a good lunch – part
of the sign up fee. At the end of the day, you get dinner provided and then either camp out and bench
race with buds or hit a hotel for some zzzz’s and do it all again the next day.

Well, after the Baby Burr, I researched the rest of the Ohio Dual Sports and got them all on my
calendar. What I learned is that all of these Ohio Dual Sports have gravitated to an event that is more
like an enduro without the checks. They have relaxed the rules for tech inspection so that a MX bike
can roll in with lights on it and a tag and get out on the trail. Beware, though, many do sound checks so
you need to quiet down some of those loud MX 2-strokes and MX thumper exhausts. Oh, and although
most are well attended – 100-200 riders – you never get crowded on the trail. After the start, most
“groups” start stretching out and, since it’s not a race, you can ride fast but take breaks when you want.
It also seems these events draw very experienced riders. We’ve never come up on groups that really
held us back and when you do, everyone is happy to pull over for a faster rider.

Some are 2-day events and some are just a Sunday ride but all are good, bona fide single track trail
rides that will NOT disappoint you. Some are on the AMA KTM National Dual Sport Series schedule
while others are just put together by local clubs like the Licking County Trail Riders (Flint Ridge DS,
coming up August 2nd in Brownsville Ohio). But, I can tell you that they’re all well worth the drive
because you’re going to get on a lot of miles of single track and a few roads but the trails are almost all
virgin stuff, well marked and just a blast. The latest one was the Zanesville Trail Riders Bootleg Dual
Sport on Sunday, July 12th. For me and Vinny, this was the best one yet. There was even an optional
AAAA hero section called the Caveman Challenge. The first 25 riders through got a free t-shirt for
conquering the hills and ledges of the trials-course like trail. Vinny aced that sucker. There was also an
optional B+ section after lunch that was just one of the best trails we’d ever ridden – super technical in
spots but fun and twisty. We also got to cross the Muskingum River on a nice rocky bottom section –
that was cool. After 94 miles, we were spent but smiling.

So, for any of you guys who are tired of riding the same old stuff, all you need to do is be willing to
drive a couple hours and you will be rewarded with a nice variety of trails in an enduro type setting.
Oh, and for those who think (the way I did) that there aren’t any good trails, hills or tough terrain in
southeastern Ohio – you will not think that way after coming out of an event like the Nutcracker Dual
Sport down in Logan.

Here are the 2009 events that are worth attending and near us. Some are on the AMA KTM National
Dual Sport Trail Ride schedule and others I found through other Pgh area DS riders. All of these are
annual events so they will be back around about the same time in 2010. To find more, or get more info,
go to the Regional Areas at KTMTalk.com and go to the Ohio region and there are always postings
with flyers for these events. You can also “google” these rides and find flyers with all the info:
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May 16-17 Hanging Rock DS, Zaleski OH
July 12 Bootleg DS, Zanesville OH
August 2 Flint Ridge DS, Brownsville OH
Sept 5-6 Black Diamonds DS, New Straitsville OH
Sept 26-27 Nutcracker DS, Logan OH
Oct 17-18 Baby Burr DS, McArthur OH

And, just in case anyone needs convincing that there are some tough trails out there, here are some
poached pics of the Bootleg DS from KTMTalk. And, yes, the trail is actually MUCH steeper than it
appears -
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